New Jersey Council for Administrators in Health and Physical Education

MINUTES FOR THE OCTOBER 19, 2010 MEETING

ANSWER, Rutgers

Todd Slawsky, Jackie Malaska-NJAHPERD, Dan Brundage-Millburn, Bruce Peragallo-Metuchen, Judy LoBianco, Andy  Krupa, Melanie Ogden-Old Bridge, Debra Serafin, Anna D’Antonio-Weequahic HS/Newark,Kathy Tetly-Kearny, Jackie Kaszuba-Jersey City, Linda Ionta-Union, Anna Melnyk-Nutley, Joe Pisauro-Roselle, Mario Diaz-Watchung Hills,  Jack levy-Shore Regional HS, Linda Guerrini-Parsippany-Troy Hills, Pat Shea-Manalapan-Englishtown, Ken Chlodnicki-Wallkill Valley, Joe Pisa.

9:33am: Andy called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for being here. He shared “words of wisdom” cards. We wish Jack Levy congratulations on his anticipated January 2011 retirement.  Andy introduced Todd from Answer.

Todd Slawsky welcomed the group to Answer. He made reference to his brochure and mentioned that we know money is scarce across the country and professional development will also be scarce. Teachers are paying out of their pocket and Answer is willing to work with them to lower the cost when they can. Discussed the webinar series. Focus is new Anti-bullying topics. 

Todd discussed the Tyler Clementi tragedy. He discussed the LGBT center at Rutgers. They have been reaching out to students. School Districts have been reaching out for support in trying to help prevent this type of tragedy in the schools. The misuse of technology and understanding of LGBT issues are important. NJCCCS addresses LGBT issues by the end of Grade 12. The cyber-bullying issue is a big concern. No information is bad information. Awareness is essential. He offered work with staff, craft lesson plans. Answer is planning a full day cyber-bullying workshop.

Andy asked the group to let us know about affiliates that are in line with our mission (for example, American Heart Association, TransOptions-Safe Routes to School, Spark-PE, NJAHPERD)

Andy asked about guidance from Answer in reference to a fact sheet that would help supervisors and building administrators (i.e. puberty).Todd will email. Jackie raised issue of “why are students put in a co-ed class when teaching family life curriculum?” Nora will follow up with us about research in this area. 

Jackie Malaska, NJAHPERD.  The survey from 2008-Jim McCall has taken the lead. NJAHPERD has hired a company to take the top ten most important issues and took a call to action. The website has outlined the data as well as NJAHPERD’s recommendations. Shaping NJ-a partnership funded by a CDC grant headed by Office of Nutrition and Fitness. There are 206 partners. Strategies to shape change. NJAHPERD members are given regular updates. Shaping NJ meets once a month. School strategies include a model curriculum to be developed.  Jackie took us to the website: www.everychildstronger.org.

Presidents Challenge data is 25 years old. NJAHPERD is supporting Fitnessgram. Trainings have been conducted throughout our state. The next training is going to be offered on October 21, 2010: Millville. Two more trainings will be available in the future. January 10th NJAHPERD will train their own trainers to teach Fitnessgram. The trainers will get $500 per day. This is much less than the $2500.00 charged by NASPE.

Roadblocks: Must promote your students to the next grade level properly. Need the district tech person on board at every level. Form relationship with Fitnessgram tech person.

Linda mentioned the NY Times article and Jackie mentioned the webinar with Cooper and Ratey. 

Events highlights: NJAHPERD

*Adapted Physical Education Conference: Almost filled

*Hands on Health-December 6, 2010: Dept. of Ed/Dept. of Health-A team approach to school wellness

*EDA/NJAHPERD-Convention will be big. It’s a joint convention. Through our partnerships Dr. Oz will be the keynote. Kaliyah Ali will be there and will donate a pair of boxing gloves. Two hundred scheduled sessions will be there from all 14 states around the Eastern Region. Wednesday will be pre-convention sessions. 

K-6 Bike Curriculum: workshop at NJEA convention. Mike Kuczala-author of The Kinesethic Classroom: great speaker

Pam Fischer is no longer our representative at the state level (Driver Ed).

November 7, 2010: Future Professionals Workshop

NOMINATIONS FOR OUTSTANDING TEACHERS:  go to njahperd website: www.njahperd.org
Next meeting February 17, 2010: EDA-AAHPERD Convention, Ocean Place Resort & Spa, Long Branch, NJ

After a brief break, we reconvened at 10:53am.Andy discussed some prospective partners.

Bruce Peragallo-Vice President-Legislative Update: Bruce is optimistic that we’re gonna be okay. He offered that there is a new piece of legislation in the 3436 assembly with a sister bill in the senate: Core Curriculum Content Advisory Council. This is curious because we just did a 2009 revision. Our lobbyist in NJAHPERD is concerned about the mandate and recommendations about the H/PE standards. There is no need to panic. There is just a proposal for an advisory council with 15 members with sub committees for each of the core curriculum standards. The advisory council bill does not talk about affiliates. They want college and K-12 participation but not affiliate groups such as NJEA or NJAHEPRD. There is a bill about unfunded mandates. We are currently a funded mandate under the NJCCCS.  In order for our mandate to change, it would take a legislative change. It would be a vote of assembly/senate and signed by Governor. In talking to elected officials, it is important to speak about health and physical education in our schools. This advisory council is on the fast track and must be monitored. This is not a h/pe target, it’s all curriculum standards. 

In addition, there has been a great deal of time that has passed since Linda Morse’s departure from the DOE. It is our understanding that a person has been identified, but has not yet been put in place. 

Bruce has also been involved in a group that tracks activity with students in and out of school. It’s free to school districts and web-based. He will forward information via flyer electronically. In this climate of accountability, this is a piece we need.

What is the charge of the advisory council? Their general charge is to review/possibly adopt national standards, to review mandates.  End of course assessments may take the place of HSPA. There may be a shift in how we use core standards. The sub committees will review standards to ensure clarity, rigor, coherence. They will review current research, etc. It is curious that this will be done by people other than professionals in the field. We are vulnerable because we are not a tested curriculum. We have to be vigilant at this time. Our state membership needs to increase in order to show strength in numbers. The elections next month will be telling in terms of support for our profession. The Governor wants to create a pension committee. All members by appointment of the Governor.

This council is in direct conflict with the federal push to include physical education in the Federal Reauthorization Act.

A curriculum presentation was shared by Anna from Newark and Linda from Parsippany. We thank both Supervisors for their willingness to share with us.

The meeting was adjourned at noon.

NEXT MEETING FEBRUARY 17th.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy LoBianco

Secretary, NJCAHPE

